THE LAST PHASE
The House of Commons sits for five days a week, but Mac-
Donald used to rush off to Chequers on a Friday forenoon.
Friday is usually a Private Members' Day ; no matter how
important the question debated, MacDonald would not post-
pone his Chequers visit to attend the House. Not only so, but
special arrangements had to be made to deal with urgent
matters \vhirh required his personal attention.
It was not without warning of the clangers that MacDonald
derided to spend so much time at Chequers, Lord Haldane
foresaw the demoralising effect which the possession of
Chequers, the great mansion house in the country, would have
upon a Prime Minister who belonged to the working class and
was not accustomed to such grandeur. He declared that it
would tempt him to spend so much time lording it in the grand
manner that he would be apt to neglect his very important
duties. When Lord Jlalclanc uttered that warning, he had
Mar Donald in mind ; what he feared came to pass.
On 25 March 1934 a well-known London political journalist,
writing in the Sunday Kxpr&w, pointed out that the formation
of the "National1 Government had greatly increased Mac-
l)onald\s leisure, and that the appointment of Mr. Stanley
Baldwin us Lord President of the Council and deputy-Premier
with, like Mae.Donald, no departmental duties, lightened con-
siderably the duties of the Prime Minister. This writer revealed
a fact long known, but never made public before, that Mac-
Donald was not an over-hurdenecl slave to duty. The heading
ran ; * The Premier has really an Easy Time,' and the conclu-
sion was that the real facts proved that no Prime Minister for
a quarter of a century has had as easy a run as MacDonald.
Few Prime Ministers have recognized the importance of
publicity more than MacDonald, and certainly none have
been as solicitous as he to get the advertisement of the Press.
So eager indeed was he to get all the advertisement that the
Press could give him that he appointed an extra official with
the sole duty of boosting the Prime Minister. Paragraphs
concerned with the Prime Minister's movements have a double
purpose* They count as material for the journalist and as
publicity for the Premier* The public is always eager to learn
of the movements of its notables.
It can readily be understood that a Prime Minister might
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